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Colombia

el bello nombre de Colombia . .

[JOSE  JOAQUIN  OLMEDO]

Colombia is the fourth largest South American republic, and has a population
of nine million, of which nearly one-third are of Spanish extraction, one-half
Mestizos, and the rest Negroes and Indians. Colombia's capital, Bogota, is often
called the Athens of Latin America, for its cultivation of literature and science.

The musical folklore of Colombia is derived from Spanish, Negro, and
Indian sources. The Spanish influence is strongest in the melodic inflec-
tion of country dances. The Negro element enters strongly in the per-
cussive rhythms of Colombian popular music. The monotonous chants
of the Indians survive in their primeval solemnity in the interior.

In his book Folklore Colombiano (Barranquilla, 1942), Emirto de
Lima characterizes Colombian folk music in these words:

In Colombian music we find elements of the culture of three races that have
passed through Latin America. Listening to the beat of a drum, one conjures
up a picture of African slaves driven down the coast during an era now happily
past. In the dolorous chants of the Indians of the Amazon region, there is the
wistfulness of the aborigines, who express their yearnings in the melancholy
sounds of the flutes. And when a dapper boy, or a young lady of Santander or
Cundinamarca, picks up a guitar and recites a sentimental ballad, one is trans-
ported as if by magic into ancient Spain. What a delight it is to recapture in
these rhythms, chords, dissonances, accents, and gambols, the aura of the old
romance, the passions and ardors of bygone days.

The most characteristic of Colombia's airs and dances is the Bambuco,.
Its name points to African origin, for there is a town in Western Africa
named Bambuk, whence slaves were first imported into Colombia. In its
present form, the Bambuco is a dance-song in the characteristic combined
meter of three-four and six-eight, with an opening upbeat of three eighth-
notes* In choreography it is a "pursuit dance," in which the male partner
pursues the female, until they unite and continue the dance together. The